BS7 – “The Freedom of the Law”

Timeless Truth:  God’s Law For All Time

Total Devotion ’07 – ‘08

     Christ has set us free!!!  Hallelujah, praise the Lord!  As we study His Word and prepare for Easter, may our hearts be filled with overflowing praise and joy for Him who has set us free.
	Gal 5:13  
	For you were called to freedom, brethren; only {do} not {turn} your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 

	Gal 5:14  
	For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the {statement,} "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 

	Gal 5:15  
	But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 

	Gal 5:16  
	But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 

	Gal 5:17  
	For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 

	Gal 5:18  
	But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 


A. The Problem  
B.   Before you can appreciate your freedom, you have to be fully aware of your bondage.  Let’s examine some areas that the Bible points out to us about our bondage.  Look up Ephesians 4:17-19.  
1. Define the following statements in your own words:

a. futility of mind
b. darkened in understanding
c. excluded from the life of God because of ignorance

d. callousness

e. sensuality

f. impurity

g. greediness

2. Can you identify with any of these statements as being your life before you knew Christ?  Are you still experiencing your bondage to any of these?
B.   There is also the problem of death.  No one can escape death.  We try to not think about it.  We don’t think that it will soon happen to us.  How can pondering the fact of death actually help us to live?
B. The Provision.  
A. Let’s examine in more depth the ways that Christ has set us free from our bondage.  Isn’t is amazing that we even have the opportunity and desire to know and love Christ and God the Father?  

Look up the following verses and state the freedom that Christ has allowed us to have.
1. Romans 8:30 

2. I Corinthians 15:50-58 
3. Col. 3:1-4

4. 1Thess. 2:12; 4:7

5. 2Tim. 1:9 

6. I Pet. 1:15; 2:9 

B. John Piper says, “We are freed to EXPRESS A LIFE of FULNESS, not a LIFE THAT IS CONSTANTLY TRYING TO FILL AN EMPTINESS.”  Discuss the meaning of this statement.  What is stopping you from living in that fullness of life?
III. The Perspective 
A. Verse 14 states, “For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  What is the world’s understanding of that statement?  Can a non-Christian keep that statement?  

	Confucianism
	Do not do to others what you would not like yourself. Then there will be no resentment against you, either in the family or in the state. 
      Analects 12:2

	Buddhism
	Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful. 
      Udana-Varga 5,1

	Hinduism
	This is the sum of duty; do naught onto others what you would not have them do unto you. 
      Mahabharata 5,1517

	Islam
	No one of you is a believer until he desires for his brother that which he desires for himself. 
      Sunnah

	Judaism
	What is hateful to you, do not do to your fellowman. This is the entire Law; all the rest is commentary. 
      Talmud, Shabbat 3id

	Taoism
	Regard your neighbor’s gain as your gain, and your neighbor’s loss as your own loss.
      Tai Shang Kan Yin P’ien


B. Look up the following verses and explain how the Bible defines “loving your neighbor as you love yourself”.  How does this differ from the other religion’s explanations.
1. Matthew 22:34-40

2. Mark 12:28-34
3. Luke 10:25-37

4. James 2:8-13

C. Do we all love ourselves in the same way?  How would this reflect in the body of Christ?  (Romans 12:4-8)  In what special way are you able to show love to others?
D. God wants us to have God-centered relationships, not me-centered ones.  Examine your relationships.  Can you tell that your love for others is predicated on loving God with all your heart, mind and soul?   Explain.  Is there any relationship that is doing the opposite i.e. pulling you away from God? 
IV. The Power
A. The only way to fly is to be on a plane.  Verse 16 says, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.”  It is difficult to walk in the spirit in the busyness of this life.  John Piper gives suggestions on how a person can walk in the spirit.

How Do You Walk by the Spirit? By John Piper

But the $60,000 question is, How do you walk by the Spirit? All of us have heard preachers say, “Let the Spirit lead you,” or, “Allow the Spirit to control you,” and have gone away puzzled as to what that means practically. How do you allow the Spirit to control you? I want to try to show you that the answer is, you allow the Spirit to control you by keeping your heart happy in God. Or to put it another way, you walk by the Spirit when your heart is resting in the promises of God. The Spirit reigns over the flesh in your life when you live by faith in the Son of God who loved you and gave himself for you and now is working everything together for your good……

Finally, consider Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.” Who is the Christ who lives in Paul? He is the Spirit. As 4:6 says: The Spirit of God’s Son has been sent into our hearts. And how, according to 2:20, does the life of the Son produce itself in Paul? How does Paul walk by the Spirit of the Son? “The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God.” Day by day Paul trusts the Son. Day by day he casts his cares on God, frees his life from guilt and fear and greed, and is borne along by the Spirit. How, then, do we walk by the Spirit? The answer is plain. We stop trying to fill the emptiness of our lives with a hundred pieces of world, and put our souls at rest in God. The Spirit will work the miracle of renewal in your life when you start meditating on his unspeakable promises day and night and resting in them. (See also Romans 15:13, 2 Peter 1:4, and Isaiah 64:4.)

George Müller wrote (Autobiography, p.152–4):

I saw more clearly than ever that the first great and primary business to which I ought to attend every day was to have my soul happy in the Lord. The first thing to be concerned about was not how much I might serve the Lord, or how I might glorify the Lord; but how I might get my soul into a happy state, and how my inner man might be nourished . . . Now what is the food for the inner-man? Not prayer but, the Word of God.

George Müller learned the secret of walking by the Spirit: meditate on the precious truths of the Word of God until your heart is happy in God, resting in his promises.
1. What is it in the cultural “air” that is hindering the Spirit from lifting you to a higher plane?  (Technological distractions – computer, my space, video games, competitiveness with academics or sports, desire for a girlfriend or boyfriend)
2. In what ways can you streamline your life to reduce the “drag”?  Too many activities?  Can you eliminate any so that you can spend more time in His word?

B.   What does the verse mean, “If you are led by the spirit, you are not under the law”?  Don’t we want to be under the law?  “The law” is used in many ways.  In Romans 8:2 it says, “For the law of the spirit and life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death.”  In this verse, we are not under the condemnation of the law, although we are still under the command of the law.  Our inward fulfillment of the law through the spirit more than satisfies the outward keeping of the law.  In heaven, we will fulfill both.
Coram Deo


The freedom we have in Christ enables us to soar way above the flesh and the troubles from within and without.  We are all some day soon going to be in our final and eternal destination.  Just as my family got to Dayton 5 hours before I did, we were still able to reunite once I arrived.  Heaven will be the same way.  We will all go there at different times, but by His grace and provision, we will all be reunited.  Have you gotten on that ONE WAY flight to heaven or are you still hanging around the airport?  You will know that you are on the plane if your fuel is His Word, your lift is the Holy Spirit and you are loving all people around you with a love that can only be from Him.
The Lord has a will and I have a need
To follow that will, to humbly be still

To rest in it, nest in it, fully be blest in it

Following my Father’s will.
